From: Canteenwala, Eric

To: Canteenwala, Eric; Armann, Steve; Akula, Maya@DTSC; Mataka. Arsenio@EPA; Lee, Barbara@DTSC; Bowen
Patrice@DTSC; Garza. Yolanda@DTSC; Mascarenas. Ana@DTSC; Priselac. Adrienne

Subject: Carver Elementary US EPA Notes

Date: Thursday, July 23, 2015 6:24:15 PM

Attachments: Notes- Carver Elem School.docx

SoCalGasCarver.pdf
SCAQMDReport.pdf

Hello Everyone,

Attached are my notes summarizing US EPA’s work on Carver Elementary to date. Also included is a
letter from Southern California Gas on the status of natural gas lines near Carver as well as a copy of
the South Coast Air Quality Management District’s Complaint Report from a site visit to Carver on
6/3/15 for an Asbestos inspection.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Thank You,

-Eric Canteenwala

Eric Canteenwala

US EPA Region 9

Environmental Protection Specialist
Phone: 415-972-3932
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Eric Canteenwala

6/25/15

US EPA Region 9, Children’s Health Program



Carver Elementary School



I. Background

Carver is located at 11150 Santa Rosalia St, Stanton, CA 90680 and was built in the late 1950’s and opened in 1960. US EPA was contacted in April 2015 by Ms. Suwol of California Safe Schools who has spoken to teachers and former staff and conveyed their environmental health concerns to both DTSC and US EPA. US EPA and DTSC have maintained close contact with each other and have worked with the California Department of Education, Orange County DPH, and Orange County Fire Department to research these concerns. 



II. Environmental health concerns raised to US EPA:

1. Jet black, slick, oily grass fields. EPA was told by at least three different people that the soil and playground grass was jet black. There were also concerns about the parking lot having an oily sheen on it when it rained. 

2. Leaking natural gas lines- Garden Grove School District has acknowledged that natural gas heating lines leaked in front of the school. Teachers also reported children falling asleep constantly in class. 

3. Removal of pesticide containing soil- GGSD voluntarily elected to conduct soil sampling for organochlorine pesticides, lead, and hydrocarbons. 

4. PCB’s –Disposal during renovation? Were PCB containing FLB’s disposed of as hazardous waste? Is there PCB containing caulk in the building? 

5. Compliance records of nearby facilities regulated by EPA, including metal recyclers.  

6. Lead and Asbestos Abatement during renovation

7. Community Cancer Concern- Several adult and pediatric cancers among staff and students were reported. 

8. Prior land use- Teachers were concerned that the school site area may have been used as train rail yard or as farms with heavy pesticide use prior to Carver being built in the early 60’s. 

9. Electromagnetic Radiation- Large power lines are behind the school. 

10. Socioeconomic factors- drug use and gang violence near the school. 

11. Birds falling out of trees and dying on school property.  





III. Summary of US EPA findings and actions to address environmental health concerns:



1. US EPA checked the California Department of Gas and Geothermal Resource’s well finder database and looked through the state’s historic archives. 2 wells were identified as close to Carver (approximately 500ft at the closest). Both wells were capped in the 1940’s. One well was further remediated in 1997 when a shopping center was built over it. An independent environmental consultant described this well as “a dry hole”. US EPA also contacted Anthony Martinez at the Orange County DPH Program manager for Industrial Clean ups, the local agency for which spills are reported to, to see if they had any record of a release. They did not. Please see attachment titled “Former oil wells adjacent to Carver” for more details. 

2. US EPA contacted several local agencies before identifying the Orange County Fire Department as the appropriate regulatory agency. An engineer from the fire department, Robert Distasso, contacted Southern California Gas (utility company responsible for maintenance) to check maintenance records and for any irregularities in pressure that would indicate a leak. Southern California Gas confirmed that there are no high pressure natural gas lines within 1500ft of Carver, however, there are medium and low pressure gas lines that serve the school and nearby residences. Southern California Gas has inspected these pipes in accordance with their required maintenance schedule and no leaks have been reported.  GGSD hired a consultant to test the soil where the spill occurred for total petroleum hydrocarbons using EPA Method 8015B. (Please see attachment “Southern California Gas”)  

3. US EPA and DTSC reviewed soil sampling done by a 3rd party environmental consultant. Soil samples were taken at least 20 feet away from buildings and approximately 6 inches below ground surface. 106 cubic yards of soil were excavated. 

4. The GGSD Facilties department has said that the school will have all new LED lights and all new windows as well as a new HVAC system. EPA has not received written documentation of the completion of these renovations yet, but Margie Brown (facilities director at GGSD) will send them around 90 days after the renovation is complete (sometime around November).

5. US EPA checked the compliance history of several adjacent facilities using the ECHO and ICIS databases. This does not provide a complete picture because facilities may not have been inspected in the past 5 years by EPA and certain inspections done by the CUPA may not be included. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]6. GGSD provided US EPA with several reports of survey and abatement work completed by Cardinal Environmental consultants for both Lead and Asbestos. The records indicate that abatement was completed by certified and licensed firms. The disposal manifests were sent to DTSC for Asbestos removed in 2014. Additionally, the district tested the soil in four locations. Please see the “Lead and Asbestos Abatement” attachment for more details.

7. US EPA Children’s Health program contacted the Orange County Department of Public Health and spoke with Dr. Elena Martinez. Dr. Martinez is an Epidemiologist funded by the California Cancer Registry and has experience in investigating community cancer concerns. After performing a statistical analysis, Dr. Martinez concluded that there was no elevated statistical risk for any particular type of Cancer that was reported near Carver Elementary. 

8. Using permit records that contained hand drawn maps drafted by DOGGR engineers in the 1940’s as well as aerial photos from the county archives it does appear that the area where Carver now stands was once farms. We have no information on what was grown there or what pesticides might have been used. DTSC and EPA reviewed 4 soil sampling results, which tested for 6 pesticides commonly used in California.  

9. US EPA has no regulatory authority on this issue. GGSD elected to do EMF testing and the results show that the levels were within what the WHO has defined as “safe”.

10. While environmental health takes these factors into account, US EPA has no role in these issues.

11. The death of several birds occurred many years ago (approximately 2004). EPA does not have any role in this issue. 
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Kevin Woo
Southeast Region Engineering - Anaheim

SoCalGas

1919 S. State College Blvd., Anaheim, CA 92806
(714) 634-3151

kwoo@semprautilities.com

July 10, 2015

ATTN: Captain Robert Distaso and/or Mr. Eric Canteenwala

RE: High Pressure Pipeline Information Request for Mabel Carver Elementary School, 11150 Santa Rosalia Street, Stanton,
CA 90680

In response to your inquiry concerning the school site above, we have determined that SoCalGas does not currently own or
operate a high-pressure Natural Gas pipeline within 1,500 ft of the identified School Site. Our records show no gas leaks in
the vicinity. In the future, if the school official smells natural gas, they should call our Customer Contact Center at 1-800-
427-2200. | am also attaching two brochures that you may find useful.

SoCalGas operates and maintains its pipeline facilities in compliance with the Department of Transportation, Title 49 of the
Code of Federal Regulations, Part 192. These Company Procedures are on file with the California Public Utilities
Commission which audits SoCalGas’s compliance annually. SoCalGas is aware of the requirements under Title 5, California
Code of Regulations, Section 14010 (h), Standards for School Site Selection, which applies to gas pipelines near schools, and
has been very responsive in providing necessary pipeline data to outside consultants conducting risk analysis studies on
proposed school sites.

If there are any further questions, please feel free to contact me at (714) 634-3151.

Sincerely,
u g ) /)
Kevin Woo

Region Engineering Supervisor

Southeast Region Engineering - Anaheim






SCAQMD Complaint Report

Complaint 253181 Run Date: 6/25/2015 15:44:37
Receive By: MSUE on 6/2/2015 10:46:00 Assignment No: 1498105

Assign By: msue on 6/10/2015 13:26:17 Inspector: MIN SUE (MS13)
Dispatch On: 6/2/2015 Instruction:

Team: X

Type: ASBESTOS

Inspection Date 6/3/2015 00:00:00

Description: Fumes, dead birds, PCBs, and asbestos. Rec'd via email to Mohsen and Jill - M513
Instance Start Date: Instance End Date:
Complainant

First Name: ROBINA Last Name: SUWOL

Address:

Phone: (818)785-5515 (Home)

Alleged Source

Name: CARVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Address: 11150 SANTA ROSALIA ST, STANTON, CA 90680 (Sector OA)

Actual Source

Name: CARVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Address: 11150 SANTA ROSALIA ST, STANTON, CA 90680 (Sector OA)

Facitity TS:

OC on6/10/2015 13.:48.:53

Inspector Comment
>>> 06/03/15 [1135-1300 hrs]

[1135 hrs] [ arrived at CARVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL located at 11150 Santa Rosalia in Stanton due to concerns over
asbestos, gaseous fumes, among other items. The school is undergoing repairs/renovation according to the complaint. [
observed upon arrival that the school was closed with warning signs of a construction area. I observed no children or school
staff. I observed mobile offices and contractor equipment. | parked and turned on my calibrated MiniRAE lite Photo lonization
Detector (for Volatile Organic Compounds) and RKI GX2009 4-gas (Hydrogen Sulfide, Carbon Monoxide, Lower Explosive
Limit, Oxygen) monitors which remained turned on throughout my inspection at this school. The wind was from the south at
1-4 mph. 1 smelled no odor.

On the school grounds, T met with a worker for Paul C. Miller (PCM) Construction Company, Inc informing him that [ was there
for an inspection and wanted to speak with the site superintendent. This worker provided me the contact information for DANA
TOLAND of PCM at 909-758-6447 (cell).

[1147 hrs] { called and spoke to Mr. Toland informing him that I was an inspector for the AQMD and investigating a complaint
and that T observed renovation activities so I wanted to inspect the site for compliance with R1403 for asbestos. Mr. Toland
stated that JANUS CORP had already removed all asbestos that would be impacted by their scope of work. AQMD received
Notif. no. 364792 for asbestos removal from 07/07/14 to 03/01/15 of 10,000 sq ft of floor tiles, 10,000 sq ft of mastic, and 200
sq ft of (pipe) insulation . There is no record of an AQMD inspection being performed during the abatement.

1 asked Mr. Toland for a copy of the asbestos survey report and Mr. Toland stated he would be back to the site in about 30
minutes so he could meet with me. | asked Mr. Toland if I could inspect the school grounds and work in the meantime and he
stated yes.

1 inspected the multiple buildings undergoing modernization which mainly impacted the stucco exterior walls and paper (Non
Detect for asbestos). [ observed that most of the floors were now concrete. | observed no remaining floor mastic or tile debris
(which were Asbestos Containing Materials) that were reported abated by JANUS CORP. | observed no Air-Cell insulation or
Transite debris during the inspection. [ later was provided the asbestos survey (see below) and observed no suspect materials
INSPECTOR: DATE:

signature

SUPERVISOR: DATE:
signature
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SCAQMD Complaint Report

Complaint 253181 Run Date: 6/25/2015 15:44:37
attected by the observed work at the school. | observed no "dead birds” in the areas near the buildings or the parking lot.

To address "fumes" or odors, 1 used the MiniRAE and RKI to check the "hales covered by wood" near the school buildings
(less than 1.5 ft deep) and neither instrument detected any levels other than ambient. [ observed no "discolored soils.” [ also
screened sewer caps and other grates on the ground near the buildings and the instruments did not detect any levels other than
ambient. 1 observed that the "storm drain” that runs E-W north of the school property was clean and devoid of any organic
matter. 1 smelled no odor inside or outside buildings at the school, nor did the two instruments' readings deviate from ambient
levels.

[1235 hrs] Mr. Toland arrived and found for me the asbestos survey by Cardinal Environmental Consultants Inc for the "Carver
ES Modernization." Mr. Toland stated to me that the school has been closed since June 17th of 2014 consistent with what other
workers had told me earlier. The "Recycling Plant” in question is CR TRANSFER (FacID: 68466) at 11232 Knott Ave, located
0.5 mile to the west of the school.

THE SITE 1S IN COMPLIANCE WITH RULE 1403, | SMELLED NO ODOR NOR DID THE MiniRAE & RKI INDICATE

ANYTHING OTHER THAN AMBIENT LEVELS DURING MY INSPECTION AT THIS SCHOOL. 1 OBSERVED NO
EXCAVATION ACTIVITIES AT THE SCHOOL AT THE TIME OF INSPECTION.

Contact with complainant will be handled by Mohsen - MS13
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